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Current Data on Preschool 
Suspension and Expulsion 



Social-Emotional Research as Justice 
(Wahman et al., 2023)

understand the 
historical and 

immediate context of 
research participants

incorporate best 
practices in social-

emotional 
assessment to 

reduce bias 

center children’s 
and families’ 

voices in social 
validity measures 

address 
confounding 

variables to fidelity 
of implementation 

examine diversity 
in research team 

composition 



Families’ Experiences 
(Wahman et al., 2022)

Parents’ mental health (i.e., guilt, 
blame, shame)

Parents’ relationships with teachers

Quality of life outcomes (i.e., 
unemployment, finances)

Gap: What are families’ 
experiences of young children?



Families’ Experiences 
(Wahman et al., 2024)
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Research Questions:

• How did families experience the early 
childhood program’s use of suspension or 
expulsion? 

• How did families perceive the support they 
received or did not receive from the early 
childhood program regarding their child’s 
suspension or expulsion?



Method

Two focus groups
Interviews 

Participants (n=20)
Female, White, Non-
Hispanic
Biological 
34 and 56 years 
(M=41)
Master’s (n=6), 
Bachelor’s (n=7)
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Common Themes
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Lack of clear and positive communication with school personnel (95)

Requests to reduce the child’s time or to pick up the child early from school 
(50)
Abrupt/unexpected escalation to expulsion (34)

Emotional experience of suspension and expulsion (165)

School personnel did not provide adequate support (139)

Use of inappropriate discipline practices (28)

Parents needed to advocate for their child to get support (84)



Discussion

8

Emotionally fraught experiences

Lack of family centered practices

Influence of implicit racial biases in discipline decisions

Lack of effective support for children with additional needs

Program-wide SEL models

Limitations: not a diverse sample, Zoom interactions minimized 
flow, "Mini" focus groups



C4 Framework: Supports for 
Children, Families, and Teachers
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Context  Culture

Communication Connection



Questions and Comments
Charis L. Wahman

wahmanch@msu.edu
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